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»
.

e kO o - - - .
"For at least }5 years it has been known that migrant laboregs in the
ééé&éfﬁ'sﬁféaﬁ along the Atlantic Coast have been déclining in numbers
and: that the composition of the work EorpC.nés peenJCEanging. 3fncreasingly;

single? unattached men are replacing Wor%érs travelling in family groups:

The prescnt paper is concerned with éxamining these shifting patterns,
especially as they are rélated té alcohol use and social organization.
. -

iﬁe study was conducted among migrant iébqrérs in camps in Livingston

-and Wyoming Counties in western New York. Thée Genesee River flows north

) \
cﬁfough this ar ‘a, through the city of Rocnester, and then into Lake’
Ontadric. Since the beginning of the iérh century, the river valley and

t -
1

‘surrounding -areas have supported productive farms. 1In the early years;

t B . .
indeed; enough;whéét was grown ‘there for the region ro have earned a

. reputdtion as the breadbasket of Americd, a reputation that soon passed

. oo ' > . . . ) . .
to thé Midwest as railroads opened up that part of the cougtry in mid- -

'century it is hot our purpose to write the history of agricul:ure in

» .

this region, but several points are 1mporefnt for understandlng changlng

' ’ _/
patterns of migzrancy. First, as in other parts of the nation, the number
, :

N
of farms has declined dramaticaiiy over rthe ﬁa;c.7o years while aVerége

. p .
declined. ,(See Figure 1;)‘ Sééoﬁa the change‘in;number and size -of farﬁs
. : . ;

reflects a transition from family-run operations to those which, though

still iéfgéi§ family owned,; require large amounts of additional labor for
: . -
tueir Successfut operation. S
S : ) .
. e
In the Bepression years prior to: World War II the major source of

interstate migrant labor in New York was unemployed coal miners .from
Pennsylvania: During the war ‘labor was provided by POWSs, prison inmates,

conscientious ob1cctors,-womcn, high school students¢ and workcrs from

~ - €

5 s .
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ﬁﬁi_jrodﬁCtivé farming areas .in West Virginia and Kentucky: In addition,
- government. policy promoted the increasing.use of labor saving-equipment.
A - ) - ‘ . _ B ,‘ .
Following the War, Southern blacks became theg major source of interstate
farm i_élbor in New York and have continued to be so to the present,
.pre'&:;i.nn'arbi)"r as a result of two factors: Eﬁéi;aiéﬁééééééién from farms in
i -ne South and the growth of job 6#{)65%6?1&%(%5 in other sectors'of the
) ) B e ke ) - .
© economy for those who had previously been the major source of migrant
labor: These southern black workers tended to travel in family groups
, and were recruited by ciew leaders who contracted for their employment
S . - : . . . -
with various farwers up and down the eastern seaboard. The earliest
o N ééEf’cEJéEé of numbers Bf_fhiéfaﬁté in New York State at the 'pééi( of the

: i . C o -
: ~ b =




ééééaﬁ is from 1943, There was a rapid increasSe from abodt 6-7,000 in
. ' e (.; - ~ 7 . o 7777;7 ’
that year to a peak of perhaps 50,000 in 1949. Thereafter, as Figure 2

. o S
indicates, the decline in numbers has becn substantial: The same pattern

has been observed in our aréa. Figure 3 shows the seasonal pattern of
, . .t . .

decline in the Gencsee Véiiey since 1971.

Figure 2.

. Number of Interstate migraft
workefs in Ney York State at
the peak Qthhé season.

50,000 1
40,000 A :
© 7
=
é 30,000 1
e
=
w 4
o -
&
@
=
D
=
n , e
- » . C - . .
0 ':]1 T T :jj ITI‘:jrrl‘iJ ARG REARES AR

ac 45 'S0 5 %0 ,65 '70 ‘75 8O 85

YEARS



e

1-4-

,..l/
L] e
u g
(=3
o o
| ol
00
,i m
me
,f,b
°3.
| SER S
Qv
. * ,b s
. ” .mm
a n,T_ "
4 gow
¥ 0 AR
) -]
L] ”e”v o]
”@.1 (o]
,.MLC
bcwn,mo
“
,aWS,O
,nou”u,y
| |
,kaw
,a:.:d
9o
w03
e
L
A
. -
K
) . Y -

K4

-

[ ' Lot

-
" I-ll-‘l.l-.l-,',l!!l'l.l",,,
- b D

. SHIXHOM INVHOIN JO HIBWNN

ey




~N

~

We have suggested that the inciggéé in migrancy was related to the

accelerated rate of decline of family farms in the post-war period: As

the remaining farmers increased. their holdings and wealth; howev_r; many

-

of them began to invest.in increasingly sophisticated farm equipment;
' i ~ . T
shifting from labor- to capital-intensive agriculture. -The process was

accelerated, but not caused;, by the civil rights movemedt in the 1960s

which, by forcing improvements in migrants' living and working conditions,
. rd
. : : - Y
made their employment more expensive and more troublesome. Moreover, many

family groups that had done migrant labor for a period of years settled

i e o TR - S
out ‘of the stream as opportunﬁilesgelsewhere became available. Finally,
z , . e ko
farmers®found that with rising costs, family groups were becoming too

expensive. If a migrant camp could legally house only 50 peoplé; for

K

'instancé;~uh§rbdﬁétiVé Childfen might occupy space that could more
profitably be uséd for an adult. * Thus; the increasipg costs of hiring

S = - Do X T S ) S L
migrants after the 196035, séems' to have contributed to an already. existing
- N { “ .

trend from labor- to caéitai—ihténéivé farming as well as to a shift in
the COmp;sition of thé rémaiﬂfhg wo;g E;rcé.from Ebmiiy groﬁpé to -an,
increasing preportion of unattéched.mEn. . ;
There:fslfeason to believe that until reCent1§ in Westernkﬁew York. -
potato farming'has-nﬁt_benefited from -mechanical pickers because of the
characteristics of thé hilly; rocky't;arr;_aing4 Nonetheless, even.here N
. o i .
mechanization has had an impact. This is the'réSﬂit of a ccmpiexhpfchgs
the outline of which we §§éii sketch only briefly:. The mechanfzagion;?f
" héf&éétiﬁg a wide 6&5&&;; of éfé;é Has made it less ééé; for migraft T
'laborers to be employed égﬁﬁiﬁﬁéﬁ§i§-Eﬂféﬁgﬁéﬁﬁ the éééééﬁ; Increasingly,
theréféfe,*éﬁé finds éiﬁﬁéé highly skilled crews specializing in one crop
in which harvesting has RoE yet been mechantzed of erews couposéd 13rgely

2 . .

O
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of unskilled gorkers doing only the lowest status sort.of stoop labor; v

M » ° B '
potito picking.

Thus, the process of mechanization initiated the decline in emplovment

‘of migrant labor in the 1950s. Those carly workers; most of- whom traveliled

7
S o s e
in family groups and ‘were.themselves former farmers, began dropping out of
- .
the stream; being replaced incteasingly by the sweepings of barrooms and

~ ~

)

ékid'r@Wé.' Arguably; as the quality of the work force declined, more

incentive was piven to mechanization. Mechanization may thus have become a

\
- )

self-reinforcecing process., " .- .

Tn this context; the introduction of Haitian immigrants into the

>

stredin has béen éspecially interesting. They are part of the wave of im-

miprancs recently arrived in Florida. A number of observers havée reémarked
7 . : .
upon the avidity with which theéy take advantage of whatéVEr'édUCatian}

.

e

opportunitics are available to them and the rapidity with which they leave’
) - ' r

farm work.: How permanent a part of the migrant labor force they become is

still too early to say. 1In general we may say that the number and chdrac-
teristics of migrants have changed in response to changes ip farming, the

s . . . S
politicalk climate of the country, and the appearance of workers from

abroad.  Their é@ﬁié}ﬁéﬁﬁ'in our area has Bee@ one stage in the és;yet
ihédgpiete transition frem fééit&—é&ﬁé& and operated émail Faime to capitai-
intensive large farms. The rapidity with which this change s procecding

- ; H |

is reflucted in the fact that when we began planning this study in 1980

.

v

'w" -

600 workers =Znune .of them Haitian-- at the peak of the seasom. By the

stime -the fisld work was done ini1982; there were only ten camps, and no

. A g , _ ,“
wore than 450 workers ——perbhaps half of them Haitians--"at the peak-of the
scason. _ :
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These changes in the size and composition of the interstate migrant: /
. . - "
: 7 ' s

labor force form the backdrop for our study. In recent years a number of

obscrvers have commoented that there appeared to %e an increase in retsted

problems among these workers and that .this scemed to be related to an

T . S - I % e - R o
‘increase in the proportion of unattached older men. Our 'study, then, was

A

we were interasted in teating the hXBo@hcs1s thag in camps composed pri-
% N .

will be more highly

marily of family groups; social control mechanisns
developed thaq in camps comMosed primarily of unaftached men and that this
will be reflected in differcnces ’in drinking behavior.
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. . _ / METHODS AND MEASURES:

. . P . . : o o
The analyvsis of migrant drinking behavivr presciited in this study do

~ ’ I

- F

v

Lasced upon personal interviews conducted "with i/ bla

.

z o ] ] ] . : .
S - - - T . O - - 0 - ey - .
agricultural wvorkers housed in thirvteén camps loecatypd in four cowmitivs In

Upstate MNew York. -~Intervitws were dirccted and cenducted by one of the
. L _ i .C

senior -investigators on the study, with the aid of

B4

211l of whom had receiveds specialized training in the dnterviewing skills

e r e o e s - “17 s
necessary ftor their svecific assignments. All intc

nine assicra

rvicws ware completad

during thé 1982 VYall harvesting season:’ Interviewing began in ecarly

September and was completed by the second week in Novesber.

The Shmple - o

»

camps in which to coriduct interviews that would exh

’

In aceordance with dgur overall resecarch stratepy «i ished ro ‘choosa

ibit as wide a riange of

variation in sizé and in.type of social orgonization as possible. Bapod on,
. ¢ M . ) .

information devrived from the previous seabon, we had

one camps for intenyive study: Fhese particalar mi
. .

seledted because they incldded-examples of both tar

anonymicns migrant farm crews as_well as examples of
“ - .

w

grant camps wore

ge and relatively
: .

smaller and more family ”

-, T 5 ST e -~ R R ["'j"' - - S N > T ' g . .
oriented crews: fhese particular ‘twenty-one camps were chosen also Tor the

reason that sufficiont rapport had been previously
S i
leaders-and with the owners at each of these farms

prorable that a rescarch team would be granted entr

nature of the topic weé wéreé investigarlng and reald
, . P Y o
owners and créw leaders who trusted us’ that any kin
. . - oo .\" . »
could be expacted. - . .
< T,
: "~ -
- N7
< - i

conducting intervicws. We were acutely aware of the highly sensitive:

- L

developed tich the crew
W
- \ . - -
so that 1% was at least

N ) w ‘
ee for the purpgse-of

'
N f

zed it was only from
s :
d of real. coopetration
, )
.
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When we éntcred the field in eariy'Septembéf 1982 we found that our
original sample of twenty-one camps ﬁaa been considerably reduced in
nuribor. As the crews arrived from the South iE'Béééﬁé iééféééihgly clear
that only twelve out of the original tWQnEy—ohé mié;éﬁE tabor camps would
open for the season. In addition; two of the crew Ileaders refused our
interviewers' permission to question their éféﬁé about alcohol use, leaving
only teq camps in which we werc able :to conduct interviews. To these ten
it became possible to add three more camps from a nearby county late ia
Ocrebir, vielding the previousiy mentioned total of thirteen camps.

It is important to stress that the reduction in the number of camps in
operation in 1982 as compared to 1981 was due to camps being closed éither

for reasoas of health and safety or because an owner was selling his farm.

Our sample of camps was mot reduced due to a high rate of refusal or
because of lack of cooperation. ‘With the exception of thé two cases
alrcady mentioned; we were greeted by 0wnér;, crew léaders and migrants
with fricndly interest and for the most part with immediate cooperation: -
Despite the fact that édﬁSidéraElé skepticism was expressed by many of

those involved about any hope of "solving" thé alcohol sroblem on the camps,
all agreed excessive drinking; éépéciéiiy on Wegkends; presented a ﬁéi?
serious and urgenf‘ﬁroblpm. iHU§, all agreed that the goal of obtaining
objective information about alcohol use ®n the camps was an ééééﬁE%éi step

. . . . . l . . L
in the continuing cffort to improve the hcalth‘gnd welfare of migrant farm

B . &
workers. ! {n

Represcntativeness and Generaldizability

o

-

J— - B . - e == R - - N - o-
The tlilrtecen camps surveyed in this study cannot claim to constitute a
random sawple drawn from some larger universe of migrant camps. The con-
. I . . o . e j R s .
straints under:which we worked precluded our obtaining such a sample.

ry,

J
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Wighout the CQOpérétidﬁlbéucrew ieéders, growers anﬁimigrants we could noE
have asked the kinds of questions we asked nor have coiiec;eal as we did,
infbrmation'on such scnsitive and pérSonai,Subjects as the sometimes
iiiégdi sale and Conéumption of alcohol. . Our sémpie of Cémps was By
fiecessity confined.to those to which we had obtained access: Moreover, the
area in whicli wé worked is devoted primariiy to potqto grbwing and “work in
this crop has traditionéiiy been among thg lowest status of all types of
migraht farm worki it is stoop labor that requ{res iESS‘judgement; for

instance, than appie picking; As already noted, it has not been revolu-
° L3

tionized by mechanization as snap-bean picking was by a harvesﬁer developed
in the late 1950s, presumably because the hilly, rocky terrain in our

region made the mechanical potato hsfvééééf less economical than it was on

Long Island where conditions are much different:

Recause the kind of work done by our respondents differs so mich from

the work done by migrants in other areas; it is conceivable that the °
X -

characteristics of the migrants themselves differ as well. We have no

comparative data from workers in other crops so we cannot be certain. As

a result, the thirteen camps in which we worked should be regarded as
essentially a seif-contained universe. This is therefore, a case study

of alcohol use by migrant farm workers at a particular point in the

_historical development of agriculture in a particular region and at one

i o . -
point in time. We, believe our results arc generalizable to other mig;anté

ioing similar kinds of work both in New York and in the nation's migrant impact

areas. We are less certain how drinking patterns and practices may vary

among workers from other cthnic and;racial groups working in other crops.
- .

CompatdtiVé studics would be of considerable theoretical and practical interest

Once we had settled upon the particujnr camps in,whicﬁ intcrviewing

14
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would take place, we found that sampling individual migrants within the

thirteen czmps in our study also presented untque and difficult problems.

"

The work force in each camp was composed of both unattached individuals
and members of fumily groups: In the small camps, family groups tenéed
to predominate while in the larger camps, unat@ached individuals pre-
dominated. We had originali; expected to<interview all the members of
family groups since these persons usuaiif have worked with the same crew
for an extended period of Eime and retiirn year after year. This expecta-
tion was; in fact, fulfilled. We found that enumerating and interviewing
the population of family members was mot a significant pfcbiém as most of
them vere well known to the research team and were present during the
entir; season. . : -

Bnumerating and sampling the transient population of unattached
workers proved to be m;ch more difficult. Because of the relatively rapid
turnover of this group, no adequate sampling frame could be constructed.
Individuals in this group would come and go at will, sometimes shifting
from one canp to another even within .our small sample of thirteen camps.
Moré dftén; ﬁow@Vér; they wouid simply leave the area altogether and
therofore would bé denicd a chahce of being interviewed.

Under these conditions of extreme f{luidity it scemed advisable to
attempt to interview as_aany as possiBie of the total number of transient
WOrRerS in any giVén cam;; ACCOrdingiy, our team of intétviéwéré was
Aent bncE again and égéin to ééch camp throdgﬁ0ut the season to maké suré
we had not miSsed.anYOne and to ve:ify that everyone, eveun the migrants
who had just arrived, had been(reachedﬁ

Our approach to sampling individual migrqﬁts thus was to give up the

plan to randomly sample transients and instead, because of the exigencies

v

- - 15
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of the field situation; to attempt to interview all the migrant workers:
[ )

to bé found. in all of the camps under gtudy. We think we were reasonably

successful in recaching our goal. With the exception of the three camps
added late in the Fall our best estimate indicates it was possible to
. - . ’

’

" reéach at leégst 80% bfithé residents of each of the remaining ten camps to
) thcﬁ we had gainéd é;érce. In'éhé case of the tﬁreé camps added late in
the gering-ééaébh-wé arrived on‘thé scene just as the camps were breaking
up to leave for Florida. The short time remaining permitted contacting
’ . oniy a éaaii‘proportiOH of the rééidénpé of these three caups before they
closed Entiréiy for the winter. ALl réspdndénts were -18 yé?ts of age or

older, though therc¢ is reason to believe a few youngér pcople wére inter-

viewed by mistake. Only six liaitian women were identified and interviewed.

The number is too small for adeQUate anaiy§is, and they are not included.

The Dependent Variables - -

The measures of drinking behavior that we selected to measure-the
extent of migrant alcohol use are based upon those empidyed by Cahalan

- o et: al: iA their study of American drinkiné attitudes and pfactiCes:
‘We have used, in modified form; two of their measures of alcohol use:

These two indicators are, first, the frequency of alcohol consumption by

a given individual and, second, the quantity of alcohol co%sumed ona .
AN E . ’
s _ typical occasion by that same individual.

4

intended to estimate how often the respondents consume alcohot. :

Respondents arce asked to:indicate typical frequency of ééﬁSﬁmﬁtiOﬁ%Oh a.

scale which ranges from "uever" through "once or twice a month" to
"weekly" dnd ending in the '"daily" use of alcohol. The second: measure
of alcohol use (quantity) involves asking respondents to recall the

\‘1‘ . o 18 .
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maximum quantity of alcohol they typically consume on a givegy occasion.
LA~ T .

Originatly, Cahalan. and his associates had distinguished among wine

T T , : - o ,

drinkers; bee? drinkers and whiskey or liquor drinkers and had asked,

"How often do you have as many as five or six glasses of wine, or cans

of beer or drinks of liquor?" In the présent study, hdwever, it scemcd

ﬁfﬁ&éﬁﬁ'ta simplify Cahalan's procédﬁre_in view of the complexity of the

field situdition we faced in the migrant camps. The question we uscd did
! . Y
SR - R i T Tl St i
not attempt to differentiate bétween wine, beer and liquor drinkers but
- \ / : B
B . o/ . _ o o L .
.sked,; instead, "During the past year, how many times have you hads five

L

or more drinks at -a §ingle sitting?" The seVen response categories
available for this quéstion ranged from ''never' through 'monthly" and

: e . i - [ s ey
"weekly'. to a point at -thé high end of the scale of "several times a week."
We found that for our sample as a whole, the correlation (Spearman's

Rho) between '"frequency" and “quantity' was :59. fhis correlation shows
ch’ét although these two aspects of drinking béﬁé&iié? are strongly reldted,
they are sufficiently ihdépenéent_qiggach.othéf to be méééuring, at least
to some extcnt; Séparate and distinct pliecnomena. ‘Thus, Qé will treat
frequency and quantity as Séparate buf’ééﬁﬁiéﬁéﬁtary;aspects of “the 7

~

drinking behavior of migrant workers.
In addition to the frequency and quantity of alcohol consSumed, an
7 . 7 7 o B 7”7”76 o B _. v
index was adapted from Mulford which describes most of the& common
_ /. o el LT . : .
personal and social problems often associated with heavy or continunus
»

darinking: We employed Yuiford's "Trouble Due to Drinking" scal:z as our

: third dependent variable in ord r to supplement and to validate our two
measures of the §Eéé? frequency and qﬁantigf of alcohiol cénsumptiéﬁ with

4 bahavioratiy based indicator of some of-tﬁ; more common-und éﬁéiiy. ST

6b§éf§éﬁié consequences of hlcohgi'uéé. The Tfoubie ?ue to Drinking

ERIC '
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1. H.ve YOurovorrbeehrfired or threatened with being fired if you did
not cut down or quit drinking?

Scale contains the foiiowing five items:

2. Has a relative or someone you're living with ever complained that
_ (.r . o . - _ - R - . - - .
you' spend too much money for alcohol?

3. Hias your spouse or soineone you'reriiving with ever Ehreatened to
leave you if you did not do something about your drinking?
. , , , S , . , o

4. Have you ever been picked up by the police for being drunk or pther
charges involving alcohol? '

5. Has a doctor ever told you that drinking was bad for you?

The Trouble Due to Drinking Scale is scored by summing for each
o , o , A
respoindent the number of '"yes'" responses to each of the five items which

[4

make up the Scale: Thus, each migrant worker's total score has a possibie
range of from zers to Five depending upon the nuﬁbcf of problems he or she
repcrted having experienced as a result of- the use of atcohol. Seilf-report
measures similar to Mulford': “rouble Due to Bfiﬁfiﬁé Séiié have been |

widely used in alcohiol research and have been found to be both valid and
|
reliable. Althouogh for our sample of migrant farm workers it would be

difficult, if not impossible, to directly test for validity, we found the.
reliability of the Scale as measured by(érdnbach's Alpha to be quite higl.

The Scale yielded an alpha of .83 which constituteés eévidéncé of thé
internal consistency of the measure.

Several other measures of alcohol use wére also obtainéd; a scale
measuring the medical Sédueiaé of driﬂking, a défihitibn of alcohol scaie;
and a preoccupation with aicohoi scale. fhéy are all aiépiayed in
Appendix I, the quégtionhair¢ that we used. §uffiqe to say that the
cérréiatibns among all thé‘aitohoi measures was very high (see Appendix 11)

and prcesentation of all thé résults would this be urnecessarily redundant.

Becausé our variableés are for the most part ordinal rather than inter-

‘. V)

A
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val, we have used Spearman's Rho as our memsure of assockation: Where
levels of significance pre reported; they are meant to be regarded as
an ‘inaicator of the magritude of the association.we have As
“aiready stated, our ered a random sample

o

respondents are not to be consid
of the universe of migrants in the Eastern stream.
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RESULT ;-
2 |
Oux presentation of the results of this study will be divided into

two parts: First, a'deSCrépfian i1l be presented of the drinking
Béhévidg.of migrant workers: iThe purpose of this gcétion is simply to
desériﬁé rathér than attempt to explain behavior. A variety of aspects
of m%grahp alcohol use will be diséuéééd so that the reader will Rﬁow
samg‘cm.hg" about the following issues: How 6ft'en.mi'grant workers drink,
how much.éhéy drink, what they drink, Eﬁéi%iPtéferéncés in alcoholic
bévérdgés;-Wﬁcnithey drink, and where they drink..
v . ,

Second, “we will attempt  to explain not only how migrant workers
drink, but why they driuk in the way they do. Here the emphagis is not
so much on déscription as on explanation. We will present statistical

corrclatiohs between: independent and dependent variables. The dependent

variables will be’ varibﬁs indices of drinking behavior; the 1ndepe??eﬁE

>

variables will be measures of migrant social 1solat10n! and other demo—
graphic and backéréuﬁ& factors.

Table 1 describes how often each of the three groups we have studied
ugﬁaiiy drinks: What is being déscribed here is the migrant worker's .
self-report of his or her typical behavior:. The question we want to

answer here is, 'Do migrant workers drink more or tess frequcntly than
other Aﬁéfiééhs}'orimiothét words, "Low do black,mnie mlgrants compare

K

to btack males in g;neralw'"ﬁow do black females compare to black femalés
K l ‘(/—" 1
in general?" Finally, \ﬂbw do non- 1nterstate mIgrant Haitian males compare

to Haitian males who aré interstate mlgrants?" The concern is/ obviously,
do migrant workers in all three of these categories drink more frequently,
about the sam», or less frequently than their more ordinary counterpa’

- -
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o Table 1. Frequency of Alcdhol Consumption —
. = :
Frequenc ‘Black Males Black Females Hailtian Males
Never . °* , 9.9% 34.4% 170.3%
. . R L4 .-
Once a Month 8.3 6.3 3.1
"wo to Three 7.4 . - 3.1 3.1
. Times a Month : L

once a Week : 17.6 18.8 10:9
Two to Three 33.1 T 18.8 9:4 |
Times a Week . : '
Daily ‘; 26.0 - 18:8 3.1

100.0% 100: 0% © 100. 0%

- . (N=121) (N=32) (N=64)
~Z -
x ’
‘ >
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in the general population?
One way to attack this question is to look espedially hard at

abstainers: Abstainers ace Persoas who self-report themselves a5
never drinking alcohot. TIa -this category, if we lpbok at Table 1,
we see that 3.9% of the black males aré abstainers, 34.4% of the black

females, and 0.3% of the Haitian males réport themselves to be ab-

stziners. Is this high or low cbmpéréd to the generai population? We

Ny v 3

caﬁndﬁ;ﬁéé)li answer thas question for Haitians. So little is known
about their dripking in the United States, or even in Haiti, that com-

paraisons are igpossible. Wi have reason to believe;, however; that

{aitians do drink more Efrequently than is indicated by these results.
We Wave data from Cahalan et. al: that “shows in the case of black men.
21% ace gbs-ainers, for black women Biﬁ.éfé abstainers. Bléék men are
very cimilar to white men; among whom Eheﬂﬁ?ébetiéh of abstainers is 23%.
» -
Black wemen acre even mé?éé;jkéiiftﬁén their white counterparts to .abstain.
fﬁiriyfniné‘pefééﬁi of whitu Qémgn are abstainers compared to 50% of
blac% women.

What does this mearn as far as black migrant workers are concerned?

Clearly in our Samplé we have only half as many male abstainers as

|
.

Céhaién;é‘dété would have led us to expect. To put it the other way, 60%
of our group of black males drinks at teast once a month. Si@ilar1§ the
black women in our sample drink more Irequently than the nationai data
ngid sugzesl as,a norm: Only 34.4% are ébStéiners, as compared to 51% of
the national sample:

Now w?at abodt the other end of the distribution, tho§é who can ‘be

classified as heavy drinkers. Here we alsc see that our gample of migrant

workers drink more frequently than is reportéd as the national norm.

A
. | GO
o - > g ;
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Nationatl §”;§é§§ EéVeréhowﬁ_thét approximately 50% of all men and 10% of
all women :::\fheaVy” driﬁkété. Ehééé proportions have remai%ed quite
ééﬁéﬁéﬁt ftém'5§r0ey to survey, ?ndlféve in even very recent ﬁéﬁiéﬁéi
surveys rém;inéd virtually uncgénged; :
For black males and females, Cahéian found that he could classify

défining heavy drinking as drinking nearly every day. Hére we find that
our sample is only a little abpve the mational norm for men: 24% drink
¥daily'" compared to Cahalan's 19%. Among the women 18.8% drink daily,
éimqgt tw§ce the rate of heavy drinkers than in the nationéi éémpie.'

¢ : .

Turning tO'Fable 2 we have another confirmation tﬁét in terms of
, , 7 S ' s
frequency alone our sample of black men and women is rather typical of

~ ,blacks in the gemeral population. When éékéa about their actual behavior

in the week prior to interview, we find really rather low levels of,
alcohol consumption on tHe migrant camps: A full %hif& of the sample
+
- o YT L .
claimed to be abstainers and exactly half of the women did not drink

. during the previous week. Even if one considers Eéé 89.1% for the
Haitian. males as sheer éxéggér;tion,'tﬁis fiﬁdiﬁé certainly calls into
= question thé étéreot?pevof the d;unkéﬁ migrant. A possible explanation
Ksi; be that tﬁé prior We%k waé a heavy work ?éék with, therefore, little
drdnicing or_ that the workers had mot yet earned enough morey.

Table 2 displays the actual frequency of éicohﬁi consumption during

B

the seven days prior to interview. Approximately a third of the black

U < L L : S . L li____.
men reported having totally abstained from the consumption of alcohol

+ »

during that period. Exactly half of the black women said they had not
had anything alcoholic for the previous seven days. . Ninety péréehh of

the Haitian males indicated they also were abstainers during the same
- - ;
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Table 2. Number of bays in the Previous Seven in thch Alcohal
- __Was_ Consumedu——tzf ‘

B
Frequeney L Black Maled Black Females Haifian Males
Frequenc ' Haigian Maies
Noue . ' 32.2% 5Q. 0% 89.1%
One ¥ 19.0 . 25:0 3.1
AN R o _ * . _ _
Two | : ) 23.1 6:3 6.3 ‘
Three 7.4 9:4 0.0 ™=
Fourr 5.0 3.1 1.6 \\/
Five ‘ , : 3.3 : 0.0 ' 0:0
Sy ’ 0.8 0.0 0.0
/' Saven | 9.1 6.3 _ @0
' 100:0 100.0% 160.0
¢ (N=121) (N=32) (N=64)
j - - — — —
\\
.
=
) R
Lo
<t
- \]
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Table 3 coutains data on the frequuncy of consumption of five or

- 7

. . . . o \ - L - - S e
more drinks at a single sitting. This measure of aicohql use shifts the

emphasis from the sheer frequency of<alcohol intake to a consideration

of the total amount of alcohol consumed qh a given occasion: .Tﬁé.ﬁﬁfﬁééé
of this measure is to cap%qrea%ééfafiéﬁniii the concept of "binge drink--
ing." Binge or indulgent arinkihg is généféi3§ thought to be Béftiéﬁléfly‘
dangercus to the safety and health of individuals and is thus considered

i

v The most significant finding in Tabte 3 is that 22.3% of the black
males and 12:5% of the black females in our sample fail into the highest

consunicd five or more drinks at a single sitting at least seueral times a

o S o , o o Tl
week. Comparable data from €ahalan; Cisin and Crossley's national sample
. 4
-~ . A . R - -
indicate that 19% of the black men in their 'sample; 227% of the white men,

11% of the black women and 4% of the white women drank as heavily as five
, : , ENE S )

or more drinks at one sitting. Compariﬁg the national findings with

3 ch;Sé prééqntéd ihlfabié i, we note thét f0r.BoﬁE-Biéck men a‘% women in
our éampié the pfévaiéncé of héavy or binge dr%ﬁking approximatcs.the'
norm for thé BiéCk popuiation as a whpie; It should aisd be pointed out
that the percentaée of ocur sample OT’black men who report themselves to
f:eqﬂegﬁiy’imbibe five or more ﬁrinks'at a time is almost exactly equat

- S

“o that Cahalan, Cisin and Crossley obtaired for fﬁite men:  Black women,
however, dre more inclined to drink'hgabily than white women. Biack

women in both 4¢Ne national sample and in our study are more likely to
7

elther abstain from alcoliol or to drink heavily. This bipolarity in the

drinklng behavior of black women hkas bgen frequently observed but has not

‘t

o0
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Table 3. Frequency of the Consumption of More Than Five Drinks
- - at a Single Sitting —
- i —— :
~

Frequency ' Black Males Black Females Hattian Males

- B Y
None ~ 30. 6% 62.5% 82.8%
ouce \ 5.8 3.1 7 . 6:3
Two to Ten 19.0 9.4 1.6

Times .
Once. a Month 4.1 0:0 T 1.6
Twice a Month ' 2.5 6.3 3.1
Once a Week ; 15.7 6:3 3.1
Several Times | _22:3 12:5 : , '1.'_67___

a Week - , o

100:0% 100.0% - 100.0%
(N=121) (N=32) (N=64)
~—~
<
.
A%
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been satisfactorily explained.

The main ﬁégédéé contained in Tables 1 through 3 is clear: the
black males and the biack females in our sample of migrant workers do
not driuk cither more frequently or more héaviiy?tban their nationail
éumpid black counterparts.

In line with the tendency toward relativé moderation in drinking
behavior noted above, Table 4 shows that the vast majority of alcohot
consutmed by our sample of migrants is consumcé in the form of beer. When
asked what they drank on the most recent occasion, approximately three-
fifths of the¢ black males and over fcur—fiftﬁs of the black females
indica: théy drank beer.. The second choice to beer is not wine as one

black popuidtionsg such as Sterne and Pittman's study of ghétto drinking
bditcrnsis Their Study of drinkers in a St: Louis housing project also
found a high prefirence for beer and a 18w preference fbr‘wine, a Finding
which they explain by réference to subcultural attitudes which stigmatize
the use of wine; i

Tuble 5 confirms the préference for beer ‘and the lack of favor

acrorded to wine by the respondents in our sample: The question now

fn:urcstiﬁgiy Haitian males also prefcér béer except for a substantial
minority of rum drinkers.

1L BlSék mate and female migrant farm workers areo relatively ﬁéaéféfé
in Lhc.qunhtity and frequency of their alcohol consumptiéh and if; on the

camps; they consume mainly beer, why do migrant workers have a reputation

=
{

ab!



Table 4: Type of Alcohol Consumed on the Most Recent Occasion

o (Drinkers Only) ——

Alcoholic L
_Beverage : Black Males  Black Females Haitian Males
Beer ' 57.3% 85.7% 93. 3%
Wine 10.2 0.0 , 0.0
Gin , 15.7 9.5 ! 0.0
Vodka 2.8 | 0.0 0.0
Whiskey 9.3 4.8 0.0
Cognac 2.8 0.0 0.0
Rum 1.9 . 0.0 6.7 —

100. 0% 100. 0 100.0%

{N=108) (N=21) (N=14)

)

(A%
0y
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_Table iL_-Favoqi}é—briﬁkﬁibtinkérs Only)

Alcoholic o R o ied
Beverage ., Black Males Black Femeles Haitfan Males -
Bear - | 35. 2% 75.0% 69.2%
Wine 8.6 10.0 iti
Gin | 14.3 - 5.0 0.0
Vodka ' 4.8 " 5. 0.0
Whiskey , 238 5.0 0.0
Cognac : 7.6 0.0 . d;d;.
Rum ) 5;7‘ 0.0 . 23:1

. . 100.0% 100.02 .  100:0%

(N=105) (N=20) 2 -(N=13)

Ayl
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as hEavy drinkers and alcoholics? Thevdata.preSQthd in Tablé 6 on whén
drinking tgpicaiiy takes place provides at i;aSt a partial ansuer.

While about a third of the biack‘mEn, the Haitiaﬁ meh;and Eﬁact
woltnizit ;11 indicate thoy drink anytime du;ing the day, bettgr than three-
QUaribrn of all three grdups indicqte"théy drink on weekends. ﬁvéning
dfiuking is ulso very popular with black women, and at least half of Both
the bluck women and the black meﬁ rgport ﬁhey drink Qn.taihy da;s; By
contrast; respondent after respondent emphasizéd to our interviewers that
they would uever érink on work.daysf :

Almost every observer of the migrant's work place hés stressed the
anpredictability of farm work, rosulting in endemic uncertainty in the
titc of the migrant: Similarly,; it méy be that it is not the amount of
alcoliot that is consum:d that is problematic but the circumstances under
whicli it is consumed that results in an unfavorable® image of the black
migran* béihg'éFéétéé and sustaincd. Episodic weekend drinking, drinking
during down times, the appearance of doing nothing, all ccnspire to give
and to rcinflorce the image of the migrant as shiftless, drunken and
irresponscible. N

We asked one fiual question which was ihténdéd‘:o provide some insight
into the relative impoftancé of alcohol in the migrant workér's experien-
tial énd.struCtunal situvation on the camps. This question asked, ''Do ydé

“drink nore; the same or less wheii you are on the scason." The answers we
ﬁ;CGived are diﬁpiayéa in Table 7. Oniy about 20% of the black males;
about 10% of thé black femalés and a mere 6% of ths Haitian malcs said
they drank more while living and WOrRiné on thé migrant camps tharn they
did;back home . ("éack_homo" for almost all of our réébdndénts almost
aiways means the citéus growing region in ?iorida.) The vast méjority

.

0y °
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Table 6.

AN
sy

When Drinking Takes Place (Prinkers Only)

-27-

Percent Agrecment
to Fach of the

Following Black Mnles  Black Females Haitian Males
Drifiks on Weckends 90.8 85:7 78.9
Drinks Evenings 67:9 90.5 47.4
Drinks on Rainy 62.4 52.4 31.6

Days <
Drinks During Dotmn 52.3 28.6 10.5
Times ' ;
Drinks Anytime 34.9 28.6 " 31:6
During the Day : -
(N=109) - (N=21) (N=19)
4

(TRY
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.

Biack Males Black Females Haltian Males

-y

More _ 20.7% . ¥5.6% o ' 6:3%
Same 33.9 53:1 " 76.6

Less ' 45.4 _.31.3. 17.2
'100.0% 100:0% 100.0%
(N=121) - (N=32) . . (N=64)

s
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indicated they either drank less on the migrant camps or about the samé.
Thus these data very seriouslv cast doubt upon the thesis that the social
] : '

isotation; the boredom or the lack of control over rewards and working

conditions inherent in migrant farm work by themselves result in high

. jevels of alcohol consumption. Instead, and this is an approach which

report, it may be possible that-it is‘the‘tfanéiéﬁéé; marginality, and
social isolation of a small bUt'growing minority of si%gle unattachéed men
who constitute the bulk of the alcohol problem on migraﬁt‘iabbr camps. If
most migrants drink moderately and aéihk on weekends and in the evenings
or at down times,; where iééﬁﬁé problem? Is productivity really affected?
i
Are social relations really disrupted because of drinking? Or is iE‘
because a minority of older, (or sométimes yoﬂhgerj unattached, men and
women with ﬁéfgiﬁaibstatus aré peripheral to and unaffected by normal
mechanisms of social control that an "alcohol probiéﬁ" Eéé arisern? We

tarn to this issue in the next séction.

Inteftérfélations'Among independeﬂtgﬂariébiéé

Tables 8 through 10 contain intercorrelational matrices which exhibit
. 2 -
the réiatiohéhips among the ‘ndependent variables in our study. Two main
categories of variables are employed: first, variables which measire
N
indices of SOC;al isolation and, second; the standard background variables
‘age, education éﬁaléééuﬁgtidh§. Sex and race ;re employed throurhout as
concrol variables since all of the correlations are presented separately
for each of the cowbinations of ethnic group and sex to be found in our

biack males, black females and Haitian males:

We used several measures of social isolation. First, we simply added

53
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camp. Second, we developed a typology to measure how close or distant
the relatives were to the informant and how many generations were
included (See Appendix IIf): This variable is called "Relatedness."

We Further expected that kinship, as measured by total relatives

~and relatedness, would be a good predictor of social structure in the

sense of room assignment. Our preliminary observations on the camps had
led us to believe that much of the dfinking that takes place iﬁ our sample
of migrant éaﬁps takes piacé in the rooms in which the migrant workers
livé, éat and éiéép. Tl.s variable ''who shares room" thus becomes cruciat
for the Unaérstanaihg of how Rinship relatedness is translated into social
control OVéf drinking behavior. Three response categories were created.
and coded from tﬁe data we collected concérning roommate characteristics.
These three categories:were: (1) féiéfi;é;;(Z) friend and (3) stranger.
These taree aitarﬁgﬁiveé represent decreasing degrees of closeness and
intimacy or; conversely, greater degrees of isolation.
total number of years the respdndént had been with the same cregwand
“hUﬁber of ro&mmateSG to irdicate the number of roommates present in the
same room with the tééﬁohdént. éﬁr rationale for adding thesé'ﬁﬁé purety
quanritative indicators of isolation was the assumption EhéE‘,. family

: {
oriented crews would contain workers who had returned to the same crew
~ézr after year and w;uid, as a result, be less isolated from ccher crew

members. In the case of "number of roommates;" our working hypothesis
oad -

'y

@
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status men are being emploved more and more often on migrant camps, the
three background variables‘wére added to the list of independent variables.

Age should interact with our measures of isolation. Older men are expected

to be more iSOiated. We also préditted that older men would be ieéé

educated and less iikeiy to havg been previousiy empioyed in teiativeiy

o o 9 AN
prestigious occupations. \

In sumﬁary; then; the pattern we eXpected to find -in the associations
among the independent variables is as follows: Those migrant workers with

the'largest total number of relatives on the camp are expected to be more-

embedded in a network of camp-based kinship relations. This quality of
relatedness or embeddedness is, in turn, associated with an increased
probability of having a friend or relative as a roommate and dlso with

having a smaller room and fewer roommatcs. Older men fit this pattern in

;éverSe: they havé fewer rulativesxdn camp and aré.less closely related
to the réizitix’zéé ‘they do have on camp; they are less likely to share a
room with a4 relativeé or friend and finally, ar: more: likely to be housed
in a dormitorv type room: or "bglipen;“ diAer men also tend to have spent
less time with the same :rew; are less well educated, and tend to have
beenlempidyed in lower status occupations:

Similar assumptions about relations among independent variables were
not developed for black females or for Haitian males but the correlational
results for‘thesé two groups are nevertheless presented in the tables which
Zollow as a basis for comparison with ‘the black male ﬁopuiatio:.

The résuits;diépiayéd in Table 8 cioééiy Corréépdnd to our eXpéctationé.
Total rélatives and rélatedngss are véry strongly associated. Sincé the
scrength of this relationship verges on the tautological, it is reassuring
to see that who shares the room is also strongiy related to be both total

Y
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Table 8. Intercorrelations auong Independent Variables and Background Factors for Elack Males ¥

\

_Total Related- Who Shares Years with  No. of o C
Relatives ' negs Room Crew Roommates Age Fdiication Occopation
is'di'ation B B
stal Relatives - )
elatedness 194wk T
ho Shares Room .62 khk L72 FRR = ~
sars with Crew .19 ¥ 19 * .08 - ~ '
>. of Roommates =-.14 -.20 * -.32 H*k ;10 - ‘
id Factors’ - : o
e —. 39kxxk —.386 ®kk - .24 ¥k J17 * (27 Rk -
Jucition 12 .14 .05 ~.02 —123 %K =129 Rkke -
ceupation -.08 -.02 .00 12 .02 .09 128 wkk -
\ificant at the .05 level - i
nif icant at the..0l level.
Wificant at the .001 level o
o 1
arman‘8 Rho .
~ 1
50 ~ &
U {
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L}
- 1

reldtives and relatédness. One'sS roommaté in a migrant camp is hardly
a matter of merely delinition but in empirival reality which makes its,
- .

impact felt on a daily basis.

Tﬁé data for black "ies show; thén; a very ciose assbciation betWeen
the three variables of total relatives; relatedness and who shares one's
room atl of which when taken \together indicate that a high degree of

N\ a
I B - . 1 7"7“77’.7':\7’ :‘:"”'77 I RTINS T '_7"7-777 . N . N
social structural organxzatIOﬁluasedTupon kinship exists in the camps we
studicd. Rooms are not assigunel on a random basis and presumzbly the non-
R LA R J . I - e m = R el el il
random n3ature of this assignment has real_and important consequences:
Looking at the remaining independent variables in Table 8, we see

-~

that "years with crew'" is positively and significantly associated with
both thez total aumber of relatives on camp and the degree of relatedness.

The strength of rhese associatiops is modest but nevertheless suggests

that the probability of returning year after year to the same camp to
worR for the 3ame crew ieader is affected in impbrtant ways by the
presence or absence of family ties. Number of roonmates, conversely; and

as expected, is negatively related to all three of the variables which

;i‘

.. oo T oo T T ——

more roommates z migrant black male reports having in his room, the more

———

likely it is that he will not have relatives on camp and the he will not

be sharing his room with a relativa or fi;ie’hd._ This relationship is

particularly strong in the case of the association between number of ;
7

rocmmates and who shares thé room, indicating that intimaté fam’ly contact

18 probably confineéd to small rooms and that the residents of large dori-,

tory like "bullpens" are mostly strangers. -

Turning to the inf uence of backgréﬂnd factors on kinship relations

in the camps included in our sample, we see; as expected that for black
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males age 'is an extremely important and pervaéivé varigbie: older men
report having fewer relatives on the camp and are ies; ciosely relatéd;
they tend mofé 6ftén than younger men to share their rooms with strangers
and bave, on the average, a iafééf nimber of roommates. The only excep-
tions in Table 8 to the general pattern of negative relationships with
key strvctural variables are with respect to years with the crew and
occuEéﬁibn. Oider men show & tendency to have been with a given crew a

> B L o e
longer period of time than younger men aﬁd level of occupational prestige

appears to bear no relationship to age whatsoever. Overall, however, the
. observed pattern of relationships 1s clear: Older men are more isolated,

éféhless embedded in a network of kiﬂshié relations, and thus 'stand in a
\périphéréi relation to whatevér core of social solidarity eééﬁ crew and
:éach c3mp possesses. : ; ,

As Table 9 indicates, black women sharé some but not all of the
characteristics described for black men. 1n respect of similatities;
the longer a woman has been with a créw, the more relatives §he has in
the camp- Moreover, the more relatives a woman has, the moré\i}kely are
gef oommates to be related to her. Cn;taé other-hand, there is no
tendency for women with many roommates to share a room with non-relatives.
That is to say, cp)aée is no female equivaiéﬁt to the bullpen: Nor is g

g
\

there a tendency for oider womén to be socially isolated as there is for

H” - - _ f - o 7 - L B
. older black men: 3Again in distinction to the men; there is a tendency
. ,
o - o , A ,
for women who have been with the crew longer to be better educated tna.
- A3
women who have been with the crew a shorter period. The overall impres—

sion is that women of all ages are more likely than men to share living

quarters with felatives and thus to be embedded in more extended kin
B i -
networks. <l

/ ‘ . o - A .
) . . ; .
— N -

]

al
w



Table éi Inté;gggpgigtisﬂs_amoné Tﬂaéﬁéﬁgéﬁé_YéEiabies and Backpround Fac..  for Black Females )

Total  Related~ Who Shares Years with  Noi of L
Relatives _ness Roon Crer Roomates  Age  Education Deeupation

o dotil Relatlves -

2 Relatodoess ] -

L ouio Sars R J9E 96 -
L Years with Crew A1 A 36 * 04 -
5. . of Roommates RYRL 58 Ak 0 23 -

Soctal fsolation
: ’ ‘

fochgonind Factors o
booAp 15 13 29 .05 -

7. ducation -:16 - 11 -16 TR =13 -

§. Uccupation 09 - 11 g0 o .06 -3 18 39 * .

et e e

¢ Signifteant at' the .09 leiel o i ,
i Sig@iftcaﬁt at the .01 level e '
wo Significant at the 00 level

f

+ Spearmen's Rho

(S ety
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rd
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Table 10 indicates that Haitian men aré liké black men in that the

N o o R . . . T o -~ R - _ _ . o
dore roommates they have; the less likely they are to be related to them.

There is not an age effect, bresumabiy réeflecting both the youthfulness

of the Haitian immigrant population and the short time they have been

involved in seasonal labor. :

Reiationships of Indépendént and Dependent Variables

Tables 11 through 13 display the correlations between thé indépendent
and dependent variableés. Most striking for black men is the consistent
inverse relationship between numbér of ééiéfiﬁés in the camp and frequency
and quantity of alcohol consumption and trouble due to drinking (see
E;b%é 11). Moreéover, older men drink more than younger men (but not more
';ftéh) and have had more trouble as a result of alcohol consumption; and
the more unrelated roommates one has, the more likely ié one to have
é#bériénced trqubie due to drinking. Thus, we may conclude that among
Biéck mMen those who are older and relatively socially isolated drink the
most and experience most trouble as a result.

This pattern is not quite the same as that observed among black
women (see Table 12). NonétheiesS there is §66¢4évidehde that the fewer
reiatives a woman has in the camp;, and the fewer with whom she shares a
room; the more fréﬁuéntiy she drinks and the more likely is sShe to have
éxperiéhc;d trouble as a result:

The pattern for Haitian men (see Table 13) shows only one signifi-.
cant résult, which could well have occurred by chance (ont of 24
tests, one would be significant at the 5% level by chance): This 1is
very likely a consequence of the Haitians' unwillingness to answer

questions having to do with alcohol use-



_ Table 10, Intercorrelations anong Independent Varfables and Background Factors for Haitim ffaies+

-~

fotal  Relatéd~ Who Shaves Yeats with N, of -
Relatives  ness .  Hoom Crev  Roomsates  Age - Fducstion Occupation

Social Isolation

. Total Relatives = - ,

Relatediiess N -

Who Shares Roow .30 ¥ HIR -

Years with Crev .1 .08 -1 .

No. of Roomates .05 =05 =37 wk 04 -

o _ , ™
6 e I T A Y S
7. Education -.04 -12 01 -.02 -.16 -1 -

8. fccapatton 15 12 29 * -3 ¢ 32 1 .0 -

- - - - =

e
*  Significant at the .05 level
W Significant at the .01 lével
ahd Gignificant at the 001 level

+ Spearnan's Rho
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11: Correlations of Independent Variables and Background Factors with Frequency and Quantity of Alcohol Consumption

_and with Trouble Due to Drinking for Black Males (N=121)

Total Relatives
Relatedness

Who Shares Room
Years with Crew

No: of Roommates

ound Factors
Education
Occupation

Prequency

How often respondent

drinks - .

~.22 %2
17 %
.15
.05
.04

1 1)

.14
.08
.00

tl

_ Quantity
(ore than five

at a single sitting)

=24 **
-.23 #x
-.13
-.02
.09

24 *h
15 %
.05

_ Trouble
(Trouble Due to
Drinking Sccce

© -2 0
-.26 #*
2.20 *
=04

.22 *h

.ZZ 2. 348
07
-.20 *

gnificant at the
gnificant ac the
enificant at the

L S

40

+05 Ievel
;01 level
.001 level



rrelations of Independent Variables and Background Factors with Frequency and Quantity of Alcohol Consumption

=39~

\

Frequency ~ Quantity  Trouble
How often respondent  (More than five (Trouble Due_to
drinks at a single sitting) Drinking Score)
a: 7777777 _ - —
‘Relatives -.35 =2 -.28
edness -.26° -.12 ooo=u33 0%
hares Room -2 =.15 N=.33 %
with Crew -.01 -.10 -.33 ¢
f Roommates -. 24 -.15 .19
Factors B
. A7 .28 08
tion .06 -.05 -.19
stion -.06 17 -.01
cant af the .05 level
cant at the .01 level
rant at the .001 level
.
.zt
0
40 -

~ 5

z
‘t
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13. Correlations of Independent Variables an¢ Background Factors with Frequency and Quantity of Alcotiol Consumption

~ and with Trouble Due_to Drinking for Haitian Males (N=64)

<t

Isolation
[otal Relatives
Relatedness
Mo Shares Room
fears with Crew
No. of Roommaces

ound Factors
\ge
Education
Jccupation

Frequency
How often respondent -
drinks -———

.07
-.07
-.09
.09
-.03
{

.00
.09
.04

 Quantity
(More than five

at a single sitting)

-.14
-.11
-.17
.00

.06

-.12
.04

Trouble
(Trouble Due to

Drinking Score

7;65
#o1
p -105
7 2\os

=25 %

p ;?3
13
.00

gnificant at the .05 level

<
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CONCLUSTONS
W
Our results shpport the initial Hypdthesis that in camps cdm@oééa
primarily of family groups, social control mechanisms will bé more highiy
developed than in camps composed Srimariiy of unattached men and that this
will be reflected in differences in drinking behaviors: We found that
urnattached, older black men account for most of the heavy drinking iﬁ
migrant camps. People travelling in family groups under the surveillance
and control of kin and often with responsibilifies for youngsters report
less frequent and less heavy drinking and less trouble as a result. There
g%d our ﬁété-éte not adequate to di?fiﬁguish

are two possible éxpianatidnsé?
, v
between them. %irét, there may have been a drift of inctéaéing numbers
of homeless men into migréncy. éécdnd, thé}é may ﬁéﬁé éiways béen such
men in the migrént stream -—ihfd;méﬂts tell us of thé recruitment of
alcoholics as Eariy as the 1940s and the 1950s-- but they msay have gimpiy
become more bisibié as family groups left migrant work. Thus, they may
be a residual population. \
Clearly these two explanations are not mutually exclusive: Whichever
is éotréég,sthé net effect has Béeﬁ an increasing proportion of unattached
men iﬁfmigrancy and hence increasing visibility of, and concern about, ;
the problem of heavy alcchol iise.
we have noted that mechanization has been one of the factors most \\
responsible for the decline and change in tomposition of the migrant
stream; Until tecénﬁif'pbtafo picking in ﬁe%terh New York was said to bé
less éffecﬁed by tﬁisvdeﬂgicpment than other crops, such as snap beans.
But the Eéﬁi& deciine iﬁ number of camps and migrant workers in potatc
growing areas over tHe past several years suggests that even in BéEéEéég

\

f - 51 :




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

~—%upport éfé/%éééiﬁiiiiﬁé to do it: 4AS steady workers settie

Z40=

3o the explanation previously. As.indiéétéd {n the Introduction, mechani-

zation has procesded rapidly in various crops over the past 30 years. One

important result has been that it is less and less iikéi{\thét a crew

Qiii be able to ;Chedaie a fuii season's WOrk moving from érop to crop.

Thus it is becoming less possible for migraﬁt labor to result in steady

employment from June through October and hence those ‘with families to
i\bu't 6f_Ehé N

stream; those who remain or are recruited are increasingly likely to be \

\

unattachied men. And as the work force in general changes,; those farmers

{in our case potato farmers) who before found it profitabte ﬁ;L to use

meéhénicél pickers now find ﬁﬁéﬁ it is profitable. Hence, as gltéédy

noted; mechanization becomes a sélf:reinEOrcing process; and in itself

contributes to the de=skilling of the work force.

Thus the trend we have described with respect to the changing

COmpoéitiOn of the agricuituréi iabor force is 1ike1y to continue. It

has been suggested thaf_the Agricultural Extension Service might be able

to change the process by improving farm management techniques such that

workers are éaught a vaiiety of skills which may make it possibie for

some of them to remain employed ~t a variety of tasks the year round on

a singte farm. The hoped for result is an upgrading of t#é labor force

as workars are persuaded that farm work is not a dead end or only

sporadic. Whether this hope is realized or not only the future will

"téll. We would simply noté here that the training of farmers .u managerial

techniqués by the Extension Sérvice is parallel to its role in encouraging

I

o
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farm labor is likely to continue. If that is the case;
continue to be seen as a dead-end Qccupation attractive

o )
<

homeless and troubled.
%
r
\\
% y
|
Q 5;5
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RECOMMENDATIONS

In developing the original proposal for this study, a review of the
fiterature regarding alcohol use among migrant farmworkers revealed few
nrevious studies. This paucity of information prompted the Special Task
Force on Migrants for the Presidént's CommiSSion on Mental Health to state
that "immediate efforts be made to gather statistically valid data
(including socioeconomic, démdgréphic data and studies of cultural géiuéé
and patterns) to determine the extent of alcoholism; alcohol related
probléms and éubétance;gbuse problems within this population so that inno-
vative models can be developed for the treatment and prevention of these
sroblems among migrants and ééé;éﬁéi farmworkers."

This study on ""Alcohol .se Among Migrant Workers" is one attempt
‘o £ill the void cited by the task force and has resulted in recommenda-
tions that address programmatic needs as well as additional studies that
~in be conducted to assist migrant farmworkérs.

The major programmatic reécommendation is: that recreational, social,

and oither activities, be made available for migrant farmworkers - parti-
cularly on weekends as well as during "down' times, inclement weather
and évenings. Unguestionably, the study showed that the heaviest
drinking part c- the week for migrant farmworkers is the Wéékéqa éha the

other non-+ rking tin. 3. The opportunity to participate in alternative

-«

would enable workers to select non-alcohol consumption activities.

Recommendations relating to further study include the following:

1. That a model year-round intérstate pilot be developed to test
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farmvorker popuiation.and the pervasive migrant camp alcohol
environment necessitate exploring how to provide the alcohol
counseling and services on a continuous basis. -

That this study K“Aiéoﬁbf Use Among Migrant Workers") be
replicated in other Migrant impact areas with other population
groups i:e: Méiiééﬁé; Kickapoo Indians, etc. so that comparisons
can be made vis-a-vie the ethnic éroups, crops, geographic
focations.

That a study be conducted to determine the relationship of
health problems to alcohol. Many of the older men who responded
to tlie questionnaires in this study were heavy drinkers ard had

a variety of health problems: It would be tmportant to ascertain
whether or not alcohol is one of the contributing factors to the
49 year 1ife expectancy of migrant farmworkers. ;
That a study be conducted on migrant farmworkers and substance
abuse. The researchers found considerable evidence of substance
to appropriate preventive measures and treatment.

That a study be conducted ca the relationship of atcchol abuse
and child abuse so ;ﬁat éppropriate meas.res can be taken to
combat the problem. S

That a study comparing Haitian workers’ afih{ein"g patterns while
they are in the migrant stream with those who have set=led out
éhbuid be corducted becaunse of the newness of Haitian workers

to the migrant population. The investigators noted that those
Haitians who had been in the migrant Stréam two years were

adopting the drinking habits of the migrants:.

A

QN



erent skilil levels; to discover if thé migrants' drinking
patterns change Efam-crop to crop.
Implementation of the above stated recommendations could provide some
of the information neeéded to move forward in re%oi“ing the problems of

migrant farmworkers and their needs for services as they travel.



Appendix I

MIGRANT ALCOHOL USE QUESTIONNAIRE

CORE SAMPLE l TRANS IENT SAMPLE ‘ | (Check one)

Interviewer Camp No.

Date

Checked By Informant MNo. S —

Date

I. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

1. Homebase Address -

(permanent address) Tcity, town, place) (state)

2. Oate of Birth Sex : Ethnic Group

M F

3. Marital Status , 4. Number of surviving children
5. Have you ever been married before? Yes No
6. What was the highest grade you complétéd in school? N

Have you had any othér schooling or job training? Yes No

~

8. If "Yes," what other kind of training have you had? _._

N
-

AN

9. Can you describe the room you live in? ',

10. How many people share your room with you? R

1t. Hho ar: :se other pébpié who share your room?

<
~}




.. RELATIVES IN CAMP

Are you related to any of the other crew members? Yes No If "Yes," how?
Relationship Sex Age
111. OCCUPATIONAL HISTORY
1. Have you ever done migrant work beforé this season? Yes ___ No
2. How long have you been doing migrant work? S o
“(years) {months) {weeks)
3. How long have you been with this crew? N . ]
(years) (months) ~ {weeks )
;4. Wnhere did you join this créw? , - . .
kN {city, town, place) (state)
5. wWhere were you and the Crew Working just befcre coming to this camp? -

[e)]]

\
N

Please describe the kind of work the crew was doing in these other places. —

7. What other sorts of work have you done besides farm Wovk?

8. Of these other jobs what was the longest time you held a job?

(years) {months )

9. What was it?

(Wééks)




" ALCOHOL USE

Yes MNo  (Check statement you would make)

__ ___ 1l: Alcoholic beverages make a social gathering more enjoyable.
2. Alcoholic beverages make me feel more satisfied with myself:
3. Alcoholic beverages help me overcome 5. ;Ness.:

—— .. 4. AMicoholic beverages help me get along bettér with other people.
5. Alcoholic beverages make me feel less self-conscious:
6. Alcoholic beverages make me feel loose.

7. RAlcoholic beverages give me pleasure.

__ ___ 8 A drink sometimes makes me feel better.

9. What is your favorite drink?

10. If that wasn't available, what else would you drink? .

11. What's available to you on this camp?

No -

12: Would you drink ______ I ? Yes,
‘ (Whatever was not answer in questions 9 and 10)
13. What do you usually drink on this camp?

14. How much do you drink at any one time?
a. . If drinking liquor? . -

le gl

If drinking beer? .. _ ‘ B

If drinking wine? . . _ L

0O

[a%

If mixing drinks? S

ow often do you drink? (EiFCTé one)
Never

At most once a month

Two or three times a month

a o o @ T

Once a week
Two or three Eiﬁé%\é week
Daily ‘

-

{ .
16: During the past year;, how many times have you had five or more drinks at a
single sitting? !€ircle one)
a. None

Once

a.

Between two and ten times
Approximately once a month
Twice a month

Once a week

Q 4 MO a. O

More than once a week :




17.

18.
19.

20~
21.

22.

When do you drink? (Check one)

Yes No

- —— a. Any time during the day

- ___f b. Ra1ny days

-— —— c¢. Evenings

____d. Slack work periods/down times
___ e. Weekends

In the last seven days, have you had anything to drink? .

If you had a drink during the last seven days, how many of those days did you
drink?

The last time you drank, what did you drink? _—

How much?

Do you drink more or less when you aré on the season? More Same
Lless — :
Comments:

PREOCCUPATION WiTH ALCOHOL (Check statements that apply to you)

Yes

I stay drunk for several days at a time:

I woFry about not being able to get a drink when I need one:

N, e

I sneak drinks when no one is looking:

HoW

Once 1 start drinking; it is hard for me to stop until I am drunk:
I get drunk on work days:
I take a drink the first th1ng when I get up in the morning.

N O

I wake up the next day not being able to remember some of the things
I had done while I was drinking.

@ -

When 1 drink I don't eat as much.

9. Most of the time I gu]p my drinks as fast as I can:
10. I drink mainly for the effect:

11. tiquor has less effect on me than it used to.

Gy



TROUBLE DUE TO DRINKING (Check statements that appiy to you)

Yes

|

suh

EDICAt
e

No

7720782

[Kc
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Have you ever been fired or threatened to be fired 1f you did not cut
down or quit drinking?

Has a relative or someone you're living with ever fomp1a1ned that you
spend ‘too much money for aicohol?

Has your spouse or someone you're 11v1ng with ever threatened to leave

you if you did not do something about your drinking?
Have you ever baen picked up by the police for being drunk or other
charges involving alcohol?
Has a doctor ever told you that drinking was bad for you?
How much did you spend in the last week on drinking? -
{ A

Have you ever vomited up anyth1ng that looked like coffee grounds?
Have you ever vomited up red blood?

If yes, has this happened in the last week?

Have you ever passed a black, tarry stool?

If yes; has this happened in the last week?

After you have been drinking, are you shaky and nervous?

If yes, has this happened in the last week?

After drinking, have you ever heard voices when no one is around?

If yes, has this happened in the last week? . e X

. .After you have been drinking; have you_ever seen strange th1ngs that

you. couldn't explain, l1ike small animals crawling on the walls?
If yes, has this happened in the last week?

If you answered yes to any._ of the above medical ques;1ons, describe
the specific occurrence bélow:



CORE SAMPLE j - [ TRANSIENT SAMPLE

Camp No.

'fﬁ

Informant No.




’ ’ Appendik II

CORRELATIONS OF ALCOHOL-RELATED
ok
DEPENDENT VARIABLES

"éf éAll Respondents; NEéjéj
\'\
1 2 - 3 4 5. 6

1. Alcohol Use S—
2. érédccupaﬁion with Alcohol .72 —
3. Trouble Due To Drinking .55 .70 _—
4. Medical .50 .61 .60 -—
5. How Often Do You Drink 277 .68 .57 .46 _—
6. How Often Do You Have .69 .68 .61 .SO; 75 ===

More Than Five7§fi@ké

At A Single Sitting

*Spearman's Rho. All values significant at p €.001.
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CALCULATION OF RELATEDNESS SCORES

v

1. Single; unattached (57.8%)

2. Same generation relatives, without spouse T(i1.7%)
3. Same generation relatives, with spouse (10.4%)

4. . One generation above or Bglow (16.1%)

v

Two generations above of below (3:9%)
The higher thé sc -e, the more deeply embedded within a

kin network is the individual assumed to be.

-
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